
Town of Eastford 
 

Lighting Ordinance 
 
 
 
Purpose  

The purpose of these Regulations is for the town exercising its authority under C.G.S. 7-148 to 

provide specific standards for lighting, in order to maximize the effectiveness of site lighting, to 

enhance public safety and welfare, to raise public awareness of energy conservation, to avoid 

unnecessary upward illumination and illumination of adjacent properties, and to reduce 

glare.  All business, residential, and community roadways, sidewalks and town property 

luminaires should be planned and installed with the idea of being a “good neighbor” by keeping 

unnecessary direct light from shining onto abutting properties or roadways, both public and 

private. 

 
Definitions: 

 

   LIGHT, DIRECT 

Light emitted directly from the lamp, off the reflector or reflector diffuser, or through the 

refractor or diffuser lens, of a luminaire. 

LIGHT FIXTURE, FULL CUT-OFF TYPE 

A luminaire or light fixture that, by design of the housing, does not allow any light dispersion or 

direct glare to shine above a 90-degree horizontal plane from the base of the luminaire. 

LIGHT, FULLY SHIELDED 

Fully shielded luminaire light fixture which can control the glare in any direction. 

LIGHT GLARE 

Light emitting from a luminaire with intensity great enough to reduce a viewer's ability to see. 

LIGHT, INDIRECT 

Direct light that has been reflected or has scattered off surfaces other than those associated with 

the light fixture. 

LIGHTING, OUTDOOR 

The nighttime illumination of an outside area or object by any manufactured device located 

outdoors that produces light by any means. 

LIGHT POLLUTION 

Stray or reflected light that is emitted into the atmosphere above the 90-degree horizontal plane 

from the luminaire, and which can or does cause unwanted sky glow or which can or is seen 

from an abutting property. 

LIGHT TRESPASS 

Direct light from an artificial light source on one property that is intruding into an area where it 

is not wanted or does not belong. 

LUMINAIRE 
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A complete lighting system, including a light source component (lamp or lamps that produce the 

actual light) and a fixture. 

LUMINAIRE, HEIGHT OF 

The vertical distance from the ground directly below the center line of the luminaire to the lowest 

direct-light-emitting part of the luminaire. 

TARGET AREA 

The location of the target which is to be hit by the light source. 

UPLIGHTING 

Any light source that distributes illumination above a 90-degree horizontal plane. 

 

Lighting Plan 

A.  

New Installations. All outdoor lighting installed after the effective date of this ordinance shall 

conform to the standards set forth herein. 

B.  

Voluntary Actions. As a voluntary measure to further the goals and objectives of this ordinance, 

the Town urges that the following actions be considered and taken to bring all lights and/or light 

fixtures into compliance with the standards and provisions of this ordinance: 

 

(1)  

Install a replacement dark sky compatible lamp. 

(2)  

Consider light and light fixture aiming or glare control devices such as light shields to prevent 

and/or reduce light trespass and light pollution. 

(3)  

Lighting for site security should be configured for motion or infrared sensor operation, except in 

the case of lighting required by state or federal safety standards, property insurance coverage 

requirements or site safety standards. 

General Requirements. 

All new, retrofitted, refurbished and/or modified outdoor lighting that is installed in the Town of 

Eastford shall be the minimum necessary, in both number of luminaires and intensity of light, to 

achieve the intended purpose of the lighting, and shall meet the following standards, as relevant: 

 

 

A.  

All exterior lights and sign illumination shall be designed, located, installed and directed in such a 

manner as to: 
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(1)  

Prevent glare, light trespass or light pollution; and 

(2)  

Be shielded to the extent possible to confine the light within the target area. 

B.  

In all areas adjacent to residential property, no externally mounted, direct light source directed 

towards the property line shall be visible at the property line at ground level or above. 

C.  

To reduce off-site glare, lighting fixtures for all parking and pedestrian areas shall be: 

(1)  

Full cut-off type fixtures, or 

(2)  

Fully shielded/recessed fixtures where the lens is recessed or flush with the bottom surface. 

D.  

Lighting fixtures for building security or aesthetics and any display purposes shall be: 

(1)  

Top downward (not upward or sideways), and 

(2)  

Full cut off or fully shielded/recessed. 

E.  

Where outdoor playing fields or other special outdoor activity areas are to be illuminated, lighting 

fixtures shall be specified, mounted and aimed so that: 

(1)  

The lighting fixture's beams fall within the primary playing area and immediate surroundings, and 

(2)  

No direct lighting trespass or light pollution. 

F.  

The height of luminaires, except streetlights in public rights-of-way, shall be the minimum 

necessary to provide adequate illumination, but shall not exceed a height of fifteen (15) feet when 

pole mounted unless a properly credentialed illuminating engineer hired for the benefit of the 

Town finds that a height of any luminaire structure up to twenty (20) feet will result in no greater 

Light Trespass and no greater Light Pollution than a luminaire structure at fifteen feet (15) in 

height or unless the luminaires must overhang vehicle travel lanes. Luminaires attached to the 

https://ecode360.com/16099615#16099615
https://ecode360.com/16099616#16099616
https://ecode360.com/16099617#16099617
https://ecode360.com/16099618#16099618
https://ecode360.com/16099619#16099619
https://ecode360.com/16099620#16099620
https://ecode360.com/16099621#16099621
https://ecode360.com/16099622#16099622
https://ecode360.com/16099623#16099623
https://ecode360.com/16099624#16099624
https://ecode360.com/16099625#16099625
https://ecode360.com/16099626#16099626
https://ecode360.com/16099627#16099627


building shall be limited to the height necessary for illumination of entrances or locations not 

served by pole lighting. In no case shall a building fixture be mounted on the roof. 

 

Waterfront lighting. 

Outdoor lighting in and around the ponds, lakes, rivers, and other waters of the Town, shall not be 

installed or maintained so as to create a hazard or nuisance to other property owners and shall 

comply with the following: 

A.  

Lights on docks shall be no more than three feet above the dock, shall be directed downward and 

be full cut off fixtures. 

B.  

Lights illuminating paths, stairs, decks, etc., shall not be directed towards the water and shall not 

direct light upwards. 

C.  

All exterior lighting shall be located, mounted and shielded, so that direct illumination is not 

focused towards the water surface more than 20 feet from shore. 

Architectural and landscape lighting. 

A.  

All fixtures shall be aimed and/or shielded to illuminate only the target area such that no stray light 

from the luminaire passes above the horizontal plane. 

B.  

Upward aimed façade and building lighting shall be fully shielded and fully confined from 

projecting into the sky by the building eaves, roofs, overhangs or structures and shall be mounted 

as flush with the illuminated wall as possible. 

Canopy and service lighting. 

Outdoor sales and gas station service canopy lighting shall be aimed downward and installed such 

that the center of the fixture's luminous opening is flush with or recessed into the canopy ceiling. 

All lighting from the canopy must be substantially confined to the ground area directly beneath 

the perimeter of the canopy. All exterior lighting for canopies and/or service areas shall be of an 

indirect nature, emanating only from fixtures located under canopies, under eaves on the principal 

building or at ground level in the landscaping. Exterior lighting shall be arranged and shielded so 

there shall be no glare or reflections onto adjacent properties or street rights-of-way. 

 

 

 

Signage. 

The Building Official shall determine compliance with the provisions of this ordinance. 
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A.  

Illuminated signs shall not cause glare distracting to drivers, nor shall they be in such a position or 

such color as will hamper the readability of traffic lights or traffic signs. 

B.  

Signs may be illuminated externally by a downward-directed stationary light. Sign lighting shall 

not be directed upwards unless the sign is affixed to the side of the building and is fully shielded 

and fully confined from projecting into the sky. 

C.  

The requirements of this section are for the lighting of signs only.  

Flagpole lighting. 

All flagpole lighting shall be low level, should be targeted directly at the flag.  

 

Enforcement. 

This ordinance shall be enforced by the Building Official of the Town of Eastford, who shall 

interpret, administer and enforce its provisions. The Building Official shall investigate suspected 

violations and issue notices of violation requiring corrective action and shall have the ability to 

assign penalties for noncompliance.  The penalty shall be $10.00 per day for the first seven days 

with a $25.00 per month fine pending compliance. 

 

Appeal Process 

A. A citation hearing procedure pursuant to C.G.S. § 7-152c is hereby established for the 

purposes of this section.  The First Selectman shall appoint a citation hearing officer for 

the town. 

B. If a violation remains unabated after the time allowed for abatement contained in the notice 

of violation issued per ordinance hereinabove has expired, the lighting enforcement officer 

may issue a citation to any owner, agent, tenant, or person or entity in control of the 

property for the violation in accordance with this section.  The citation shall state the date 

by which the uncontested payment of fines, penalties, cost or fees shall be made. 

C. Any person(s) or entity issued a citation pursuant to this section shall be entitled to a 

hearing to contest the citation pursuant to the provisions of C.G.S. §7-152c. 

D. At any time within twelve months from the expiration of the final period for the 

uncontested payment of fines, penalties, cost or fees set by a citation issued pursuant to this 

section, the town shall send notice to the person(s) or entity cited to inform the: 

1. Of the allegations against the person or persons and the amount of fines, 

penalties, costs or fees due; 
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2. That the person(s) or entity may contest liability before a citation hearing officer 

by delivering in person or by mail written notice within ten days of the date of 

the duly delivered notice; 

3. That if the person(s) or entity does not demand such a hearing, an assessment 

and judgement shall be entered against the person(s) or entity; and 

4. That such judgement may issue without further notice. 

For purpose of the ordinance, notice shall be presumed to have been properly sent 

if such notice was mailed to such person/entity’s last known address on file with 

the tax collector.  If the person/entity to whom notice is issued is a registrant, the 

town may deliver the notice in accordance with C.G.S. §7-148ii, provided nothing 

is this section shall preclude the town from providing notice in another manner 

permitted by applicable law.  

 

See attached for Illustrations of Unacceptable and Acceptable Light Fixtures and Full 

Cutoff Fixtures  



 



  



 


